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Abstract

Using standardized and value-added information from 200,000 archived passport records,
this study traced the cross-border and overseas travel activities of Taiwanese between 1897
and 1944. From 1897, those who chose to remain in Taiwan naturally became Japanese
nationals and had to apply for passports ( iftZ5 ) as a proof of identity when traveling overseas.
Applications submitted to local government offices were first sent to the Government-General
of Taiwan and then forwarded to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. These archived
passport documents from 1897 to 1944 detailed the government office handling applications
as well as applicants’ name, birthday/age, domicile, purpose and destinations of travel, thus

preserving first-hand historical records of overseas travels of Taiwanese during the Japanese
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colonial era. Analyzing these records would shed light on long-term changes and offer a
comprehensive perspective of cross-border activities, which may inspire historical research on

cross-border themes including artistic creations, overseas studies and tourism.

Keywords: Digital Archives, Passport Archives, Humanity Informatics
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