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Jieh Hsiang is a Distinguished Professor in Computer Science of the National Taiwan
University and the founding Director of its Research Center for Digital Humanities. Before
returning to Taiwan in 1993, he was a full professor at Stony Brook University. He had also
been a visiting professor at the University of Paris, University of Nancy and University of Milan.
He was the founding Dean of the College of Science and Technology of the National Chi-Nan
University from 1998 to 2001. He also served as the University Librarian of NTU Library from
2002 to 2008, and the Director of University Press of NTU from 2008 to 2016. He has been
working on Digital Archives and Digital Humanities since 1996, and founded the Taiwanese
Association for Digital Humanities and served as its first President. Professor Hsiang has written

over 200 scholarly papers and chapters, as well as 6 books on Digital Humanities.
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Abstract

Lidaibao’an is an archive of diplomatic documents between the kingdom of Liugiu (present
day Ryukyu Islands) and its surrounding countries. Starting from 1424 until 1867, when it was
annexed by Japan, it spans across 444 years and contains documents concerning South Asian

countries, Japan, Taiwan, and in particular tributary records with China.

The copy of Lidaibao’an, kept at the National Taiwan University Library, was transcribed by
Atsushi Kobata in the 1940s, who then brought it back to the Taipei Imperial University where
he was teaching at the time. The NTU library’s copy is considered the most complete among all

existing versions.

This talk describes a digital system of Lidaibao’an developed jointly by the NTU Library
and the Research Center of Digital Humanities of NTU. Through the transcription of the
full text, extraction of named entities, normalization of dates, and taggings, we have built a
research-oriented full-text retrieval system that features post-query classifications, context
discovery (through both metadata and tagging), statistical contexts, and visualization. The
system contains the NTU version of Lidaibao’an in its entirety, with 4,294 documents and a
full text of more than 3.3 million characters. Important named entities extracted include
5,669 product names, 3,124 office titles, 8,613 person names, and 2,073 location names with
geographic coordinates. We hope such a context discovery system can encourage research

using Lidaibao’an.

Keywords: Lidaibao’an, Digital Humanities, NTU Library, Context Discovery, Tributary Trade
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