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Dr. Mia Ridge is the British Library’s Digital Curator for Western Heritage Collections. As
part of the Library’s Digital Scholarship team, she helps enable innovative research based on
the British Library’s digital collections, offering support, training and guidance on applying

computational research methods to historical collections.

Current projects involve crowdsourcing the transcription of historical playbills, and
experimenting with machine learning-based methods with library collections. In January 2020
she was awarded funding by the Arts and Humanities Research Council for 'Collective Wisdom',
a project that will capture the state of the art in crowdsourcing and digital participation in

cultural heritage in 2020-21.

She is a Co-Investigator on the Living with Machines project, where she leads public
engagement with digital scholarship and heritage collections through crowdsourcing. Living
with Machines is a major inter-disciplinary historical and data science research project
analysing digitised sources at scale to provide new insights into mechanisation in the industrial

revolution.
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Abstract

This talk will provide an overview of how the British Library has worked with researchers
in the digital humanities (and more recently, in data science and digital scholarship more
broadly). It will discuss the opportunities and challenges of this work, and draw out themes
from successful collaborations, with the ultimate aim of devising projects that benefit both

digital humanities scholars and research libraries.
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Pre-recorded Video:
https://reurl.cc/3aYEe9
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