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Acad. 228 (3), dated 1664

軍大招
印將討

Field Marshal of the Punitive Expedition

Chinese Special Collections at Leiden
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Robert van Gulik 高羅佩 (1910-1967) in his study, Tokyo, 1941
courtesy of the Van Gulik family
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SINOL. Gulik 4661.1 
Digital collections: http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1/item:3188585

missing characters
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皇 天Friday, November 26, 
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The Edict
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Manufactured
on the sixth 
year of the 
Wanli reign 
(1578).
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Robert van Gulik’s seal 高羅佩藏

The Treasure Seal of
the Imperial Decree
制誥之寶

Seal of Far-Reaching Influence 廣運之寶
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Students at Work – Conservation and Provenance

Di Renjie, from the 
Tang dynasty

Translation of The Haunted 
Monastery, a Judge Dee 
mystery

Four Great and Strange
Cases from the Era of 
Empress Wu Zetian

SINOL. Gulik C Wu TTS 
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SINOL. Gulik C Hsi HCW SINOL. Gulik E Shen ST

Van Gulik’s seal
高羅佩藏
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Photos by Karin Scheper
and Sjoukje Telleman
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Supporting the edict with tulle.
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Edict rolled-up after restoration
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Students at Work – Translating the edict

The Emperor obeys heaven’s will and receives 
its mandate, He decrees: “The Book of Changes 
says that accumulating merit will lead to an 
excess of blessings. The Zuo Commentary
records teaching the son the ways of duty. 
Whenever an official ascends to court by 
accumulating knowledge, his achievement
always originates from his father! 

奉天承運，皇帝制曰：
《易》稱積善餘慶，《傳》
紀教子義方，人臣績學登
朝，孰不本之父哉！
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Illustration by Jelle Kuiper
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Students at Work – Historical and Social Backgrounds

Xu Xianqing (徐顯卿, 1537–1602) receiving an edict at age 51.
(Palace Museum, Beijing)
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“The Book of Changes says that accumulating merit 
will lead to an excess of blessings. The Zuo
Commentary records teaching the son the ways of 
duty. Whenever an official ascends to court by 
accumulating knowledge, his achievement always 
originates from his father! 

《易》稱積善餘慶，《傳》紀教子義
方，人臣績學登朝，孰不本之父哉！

As for the late mother’s relationship to her son, even 
though she is no longer alive, she participated in and 
contributed to the beneficial influences causing the 
family’s rise. When granting blessings to officials, 
honors should also reach her. […] You were 
distinguished by an elegant appearance and were 
married to a wise gentleman. You assisted your 
husband to plant the seeds of virtue and gave birth to 
good fortune. As for your descendant’s promotion, 
here lies the origin of this glory.

The virtue of a woman does not appear on the outside. 
It must rest on something [else] to become manifest. 
Therefore, when a son is able to rise to an outstanding 
standard, his mother will have an excellent reputation. 
[…] Your behaviour is truly humble and submissive, 
and your virtue contributes to the chastity of 
womanhood […] .

前母于子，雖不當世，起家之澤，
與有勞焉。敷慶臣寮，榮得並逮。
[…]卓有令儀，嬪于哲士，佐夫種德，
誕發善祥，後嗣登崇，慶源有在。

婦德不外見，必有托而斯顯。故子獲
登儁則，母有令名。 […] 行孚巽順，
德利坤貞[…] 。

Translation by Jelle Kuiper
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Zhuangyuange edition of the Four Books for Women
SINOL. 1682.9 1

Biographies of Women Ancient and Modern
SINOL. 2261.8
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Outreach

Unboxing the Edict: edu.nl/rnw9a

Asian Library’s 
Facebook page:
edu.nl/hmgbn
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Podcast:
edu.nl/vbprg
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Lesson Learnt
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2-2 僰人 DSYRTS-24 阿者猓玀
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Piet Rombouts, 
volunteer at Leiden 
University Libraries, 
working at the Robert 
van Gulik archives
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Thank you

Marc Gilbert 
Curator of Chinese Special Collections
m.y.c.gilbert@library.leidenuniv.nl                                                                       
http://asianlibraryleiden.nl
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